MINUTES
MEETING WITH JIM DAVEY – SECRETARY OF THE NATIONAL PILOT VEHICLE DRIVERS ASSOC. 

2:00pm on Monday 19 December 2011

1. Welcome

Those present were:
· Jim Davey. Joe Shields, Jack Brooks, Ian Mond, Carmine Cambareri, Ron Smith, Kirstie Matthews

2. Discuss concerns about the current  Unit of Competency: 'Control traffic as a pilot vehicle operator'

ACTION ITEM:

Clarify with John Gilbert from the TLISC as to whether VicRoads’ is responsible for auditing the courses delivered by a RTO in Victoria.
In response to this Action Item, Ron Smith contacted John Gilbert who provided the following advice in writing: 

“Unless you have put some type of assessment or require RTO’s to be registered with you which I believe you have not, than [VicRoads has no auditing role to play with RTO product delivery]. The RTO will either come under the VRQA if a Victorian RTO only (i.e delivery in Vic only) if they are a National RTO (i.e Victorian RTO delivery nationally than they will come under ASQA. www.asqa.gov.au
If it is brought to your attention that an RTO is not delivering your nominated unit correctly Vic Roads would highlight this to the RTO and ask them to rectify if they do not, and you believe they are way off the mark against the elements and performance criteria than you have an obligation to speak to the VRQA or ASQA to ask them to address the problem.”  

3. Discuss the radio communication and incident reporting competencies

ACTION ITEM:

Confirm that radio communication and incident reporting is currently covered in the VicRoads certified pilot manual

Please find attached the following pages from the VicRoads Certified Pilot Manual which confirms the above action item:
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4. Discuss harmonisation with WA and Qld requirements:

a. the fitment of Wig Wag lights 

ACTION ITEM:

· Jack Brooks to provide the criteria for the operation of Wig Wags in Queensland and Western Australia

· VicRoads to follow this up and determine whether Wig Wags can be fitted to certified pilots operating in the State.

On 20 December, Jack Brooks sent through information on the criteria for the fitment of Wig Wags in Queensland and Victoria.

Since then, Ron Smith has been liaising with representatives from both those States, and internally within VicRoads, to determine whether Wig Wags can be fitted to Victorian certified pilot vehicles.

VicRoads intends to have a position on this by the end of February 2012.

b. the use of hand signals as an alternative to STOP / SLOW bats

It was noted that only authorised officers, with specific regulatory powers, are allowed to use hand signals in a traffic situation in Victoria.  (In Western Australia pilots are authorised under law to use hand signals subject to appropriate training).

It was agreed that it would require a significant change to the current Victorian regulations to allow certified pilots to use hand signals, which is not practical at this time.
5. Discuss the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator and harmonising pilot operator requirements, including the Austroads Freight Taskforce project.

There was general discussion about the Heavy Vehicle Regulator, noting the Austroads project that Western Australia are currently undertaking that will look at harmonising operating conditions and training for pilots across the country. 
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